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The Criminal Bar Association of Victoria (‘CBA’) continues to be one of the busiest and most active associations for members of the Victorian Bar.  During the past year the CBA committee met each fortnight and the executive met regularly in between in order to deal with issues relevant to its members, the Bar, the criminal justice system and the wider community.  The principal functions undertaken and matters of note during the 12 month period are discussed below.

During the year, CBA members attended round-table conferences and contributed submissions to:
· The Department of Justice Criminal Law Advisory Group concerned with the overhaul of criminal procedure in Victoria pursuant to the Attorney-General’s Justice Statement - 2004.
· The Sexual Assault Advisory Committee and Sub-Committee as to the reform of Victoria’s sexual offences legislation.
· The Criminal Law Advisory Group, in particular in relation to the introduction of sentencing indications.
· The Sentencing Advisory Council.
· The Victorian Law Reform Commission.
· The Supreme Court Criminal Users Group, in particular in relation to problems in court listing times, and the intention to use the court more for non-murder cases. 

· The County Court Criminal Users Group, in particular in relation to problems in court listing times.  

· The Magistrates’ Court Criminal Users Group.
· The Police/Lawyers Liaison Committee.
· The Child Witness Service, in particular in assisting to provide feedback as to how the new service was working.
· Meetings with Victoria Legal Aid to discuss issues as they arise between the Bar and VLA on many matters including the briefing rate for counsel, the sudden proposal to withdraw legal aid funding from certain matters, and the creation of a Mental Impairment List at the Magistrates’ Court.
· Meetings with the OPP to discuss matters relevant to our members, including briefing practices and brief fees.

· Meetings with Corrections Stakeholders Forum to discuss issues relating to the custody of clients. 
· Meetings and liaising with the Attorney-General in order to ensure that a level of dialogue is maintained on issues affecting our members, in particular in relation to the proposal to create a single criminal list.

· Meeting with representatives of the Victorian Bar on a number of issues common to both organisations including:

· a report on VLA fees (in particular David Neal SC who has been a driving force in the Victorian Bar committee in relation to this issue); and 
· the proposal for a single criminal list.

In addition to these meetings, the CBA continued to be consulted in a variety of issues and contributed submissions and papers on a number of important topics such as:
· The Criminal Procedure Bill 2007

· The Single Criminal List and proposal to extend the jurisdiction of the County Court;

· The issue of police integrity and whether there should be a wider commission;

· The Crimes Legislation Amendment (Child Sex Tourism Offences);

· The Appeals Cost Act 1998; and

· The Juries Bill.
The CBA continued to work in conjunction with the Victorian Bar in relation to Continuing Legal Education (now Continuing Professional Development).  Aside from the usual single session CPD’s, the CBA put on two morning seminars to coincide with court conference days.  Each seminar provided three one-hour lectures on topics of relevance to our members, with a break for mid-morning tea where members had the opportunity to speak with presenters.  Both seminars were very well attended and confirmed the type of format adopted is very popular.
The first seminar held on 16 November 2007 covered the following topics:
Session 1a - Special Hearings 
Presenter: Her Honour Judge Hannan
Session 1b - Recent Developments in Sexual Offence law

Presenter: Gerard Mullaly

Session 2a - Bail Reform
Presenter: Daniel Gurvich

Session 2b - CISP – Court Integrated Services Program
Presenter: Kim Harris
Session 3 - Sentencing Indications
Presenters: John Champion SC and Sean Ginsbourg
The second seminar was conducted on 23 May 2008 and focused on sexual offences:
Session 1 - Forensic Medical Examination Issues in Sexual Offences
Presenters: Dr Angela Williams, Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine
Session 2 Forum – Practical Considerations in the Conduct of Sexual Offence Trials

· Cross-Examination of Complainants

· Openings

· Final Addresses

· Jury Directions
Presenters: Her Honour Judge Douglas, Michael Tovey QC, Jane Dixon SC
Session 3 - Propensity Evidence: HML v They Queen [2008] HCA 16
Presenter:  The Honourable Justice Redlich
The CBA thanks the speakers who donated their services for the benefit of our members and the wider Victorian Bar.
On 21 November 2007 we held a cocktail party at the Essoign Club in honour of past Chairman, his Honour Justice Lex Lasry, upon his appointment to the Supreme Court of Victoria.  His Honour was the second Chairman of the CBA after his Honour Frank Vincent to be appointed to the Supreme Court.  The event was very well attended and enjoyed by all.  

We have also recently held our annual dinner at Matteo’s Ristorante in North Fitzroy.  The guest of honour at this dinner was the Honourable John Coldrey QC who this year retired from the Supreme Court.  His Honour was on the inaugural CBA committee.

The CBA also celebrated the appointment of four of our members to Senior Counsel in the past year – Gavin Silbert, Ian Freckelton, Nick Robinson and Kerri Judd.

The CBA also acknowledges and applauds the following appointments of CBA members made since our last report:
· The Hon. Justice Mark Weinberg, Court of Appeal Victoria;
· The Hon. Justices Paul Coghlan and Lex Lasry, Supreme Court of Victoria;
· Their Honours Katherine Bourke, Duncan Allen, Jane Patrick, Paul Lacava and Frank Gucciardo, County Court of Victoria;
· Their Honours Greg Connellan, Rosemary Carlin and Martin Grinberg, Magistrates’ Court of Victoria;
· Gavin Silbert SC, Chief Crown Prosecutor; and
· Judge Michael Strong, Director of the Office of Police Integrity.

The CBA continued to maintain a profile in the community through interviews and comments on justice issues. The increasing interest by the media in issues concerning criminal justice requires the CBA to provide a balanced perspective.  The nature of the reporting of a number of high profile cases by both the print and television media has caused considerable ongoing concern.  The Chairman has written to the Attorney-General and the Director of Public Prosecutions to express our concern on a number of occasions.
The CBA website continues to be a valuable resource. It is updated on a regular basis providing important information on current issues to our members and a variety of valuable links. 
Finally, the CBA wishes to thank and acknowledge the support and efforts of its members who gave up their time throughout the year in order to attend meetings and write submissions on our behalf.  The workload of the CBA continues to grow as we move into a period of considerable legislative change.  The extent of this change will significantly impact on our members in the years ahead and will require an even greater level of work by the CBA committee.  We encourage our members to step forward and help meet these challenges by standing for office or by offering their services in the formulation of ideas and responses.  It is through membership participation that our Association will become even stronger.
Megan Tittensor
Secretary
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