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MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 

THE CRIMINAL BAR ASSOCIATION HELD IN 

NEIL FORSYTH ROOM, 1ST FLOOR, 
OWEN DIXON CHAMBERS EAST

ON 16 SEPTEMBER 2008
Present:
John Champion (Chairman), Mark Taft (Vice-Chairman), Tom Danos (Treasurer), Megan Tittensor (Secretary), Michael O’Connell, Tony Trood, Carolene Gwynn, John Dickenson, Ben Lindner, Gavin Silbert SC, Peter Rose SC, Mark Dean SC, Rob O’Neill, Lachlan Carter, Michael Croucher, OP Holdenson QC, Richard Pirrie, Warwick Walsh-Buckley, Simon Gillespie-Jones, Simon Gannon, Simon Moglia, Colin Lovitt QC. 
Apologies:
Sean Grant, Greg Lyon SC, David Hallowes, Michelle Hodgsen, Pat Bourke, Michael Cahill, Gabby Cannon, Aggy Kapitaniak, Anthony Krohn, Julian McMahon.  
1. The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all members to the Annual General Meeting.
2. Those present were alerted to a number of matters of correspondence received recently by the committee:

a. Invitation to the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine Oration

b. Report from the International Commission of Jurists in relation to an independent forensic laboratory for Australia

c. Proposal by Michelle Hodgsen for an intensive 1 day seminar to be held in Melbourne akin to a Federal Criminal Law Conference held in Sydney recently.

3. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 6 September 2007 were circulated and confirmed by the meeting.  (Moved by Tom Danos, seconded by Simon Moglia. Motion carried.)
4. Written report of activities dated 16 September 2008 was circulated.  The Chairman also gave a verbal report of activities, including the Criminal Law Advisory Group, the Sexual Assault Advisory Committee, the Supreme Court Users Group, the County Court Users Group, the Magistrates’ Court Users Group, the Child Witness Service (appreciation to Michelle Hodgsen), Concerns about where VLA are heading, a report commissioned by the Victorian Bar about the state of legal aid fees, the CLE program (appreciation to Michael O’Connell, the number of appointments to the judiciary and other positions who are CBA members, possible future reform (Tony Trood proposal to look at improving the plight of remand prisoners undergoing trial; the prospect of an independent forensic laboratory), media comment by the CBA, and the updating of the website and emails to members.  The Chairman thanked those members of the committee and others who had contributed throughout the year.  The report was accepted and adopted into the minutes of the meeting. (Moved by Colin Lovitt QC, seconded by John Dickenson. Motion carried.)

5. Financial report for the year ended 30 June 2008 was tabled by Tom Danos, circulated and adopted.  (Moved by Tom Danos; seconded by Carolene Gwynn.  Motion carried.)
6. All positions on the committee of management were declared vacant.

7. Nominations were announced for the positions of the following officers of the Association and were received in accordance with the Rules and were elected unopposed.

7.1
Chairman

John Champion SC
7.2
Vice Chairman
Mark Taft SC
7.3
Treasurer

Tom Danos

7.4
Secretary

Megan Tittensor
8. Four nominations were announced for the four positions of ordinary committee members and were received in accordance with the Rules and were elected unopposed:

Michael O’Connell, Carolene Gwynn, Tony Trood, and Ben Lindner
9. The Chair mentioned that the rules permitted other non-elected persons to be appointed by resolution of the committee and that that would occur at the first committee meeting. 

10. The Vice-Chair thanked the Chair and Secretary for their efforts during the year and noted the unified and inclusive approach that had been adopted. 

11. Finally, the Chair indicated that there was a lot of work to be done in the next year, that the Committee would require assistance and we were looking forward to help from members.  The Chair thanked those retiring committee members for their efforts on behalf of the Association in the previous year.
12. At the conclusion of the meeting Mark Dean SC raised an issue in relation to a client he is representing in Bangkok, Harry Nicolaides.  His client is an Australian writer who has been refused bail on one count of criminal defamation of the monarchy.  The charge relates to one paragraph which reported a rumour from a 200+ page book written a number of years ago, which sold around 20 copies.  His client was arrested at the airport when returning around 3 weeks ago.  He has retracted his remarks from the book and apologised.  Mark asked for assistance in putting pressure on the Australian Government to in turn put pressure on the Thai government to have the matter deal with speedily.  It was suggested that Mark write something that the Chair could put his name to which could be sent to the Attorney-General, that something be posted on the CBA website, and that Mark make enquiries about speaking of the matter at the upcoming Criminal Conference in Sydney.  
Megan Tittensor
16 September 2008
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