Letter to the Editor, ‘The Age, 20/5/10
On a lonely path

JOHN Champion is right.  The abolition of suspended sentences places Victoria as a State that denies its citizens, and judiciary, world’s best practice in sentencing options.  These options are available in other Australian states, the Commonwealth, in England, Wales, Ireland, Canada, South Africa, India and in the U.S., to name just a few.  France, Germany and Italy are among the many European nations that impose suspended sentences.

But our government prefers to follow in the footsteps of the loner, New Zealand (whose jail population has escalated), in abolishing the option - settling for a second-rate regime.  

No other community, worldwide, is “perplexed” or “confused” (Attorney-General Rob Hulls, Stateline, 14/5) by suspended sentences.  Victorians should be credited with more intelligence.  The system of suspended sentences is not perfect.  This can be remedied without, simplistically, dispensing with the option.
New South Wales removed suspended sentences in 1974, only to reintroduce them in 2000.  Our government should learn from that. Suspended sentences should be modified, not abolished.
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